
In Discussion with Mr. Vianney Meynier

01. High irrigation cost is matter of concern as crop production has increased 
nowadays. How can Bangladesh reduce the cost of crop production? Le coût 
élevé de l'irrigation est un sujet de préoccupation car la production agricole a 
augmenté de nos jours. Comment le Bangladesh peut-il réduire le coût de la 
production agricole ?
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Bangladesh can rely on fertile soils thanks to abundance of mineral 
sediments, diverse natural ecosystems, and significant untapped resources 
of underground as well as surface waters for irrigation.There are several 
ways of reducing the cost of crop production. Improving irrigation systems is 
one of the solutions. It can be done by setting up long-lasting networks to 
connect farmers to surface waters, using water-efficient methods such as drip 
irrigation (for horticulture, arboriculture, etc.), improved drilling methods 
(identification of underground waters, adapted pumping systems, retention 
basin).
Selecting seeds adapted to local weather conditions and developing high 
yield variety seeds is probably the most effective solution. France is the 
world’s number 1 exporter of field crop seeds. Several state-recognized 
private organizations such as the French Interprofessional Organisation for 
Seeds and Plants “SEMAE” represent the whole chain of value from seed 
growers to seed consumers and can establish collaborations with Bangladesh.
Mechanization and agricultural machinery are other means to increase yield, 
reduce cost and tackle workforce shortages.

France, through Agence Française de Développement (AFD) or French Development 
Agency, offers financial support to public institutions for the implementation of 
agricultural schemes and development of infrastructure. AFD’s subsidiary 
Proparco is focused on private sector development and provides access to 
credit to entreprises. In addition, a bilateral agreement with the European 
Union to lower import customs duties on hi-tech tools and machines could 
help Bangladesh advance its agriculture.

Head of Department for South Asia, Agrotech
Director of Bangalore and Chennai offices
Business France India - Bangalore

02. Transfer of technology is also expensive nowadays. How can France help Bangladesh 
transfer technology with soft loans without putting hard conditions? Le transfert de technologie est 
également coûteux de nos jours. Comment la France peut-elle aider le Bangladesh à transférer 
des technologies grâce à des prêts à taux réduit sans poser de conditions difficiles ?
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With total value of 77 billion EUR in 2019, France’s agricultural production is the 
highest in the European Union making over 18% of the total EU production. 
French companies are recognised for their expertise in the field of agriculture 
and can share knowledge, supply machinery and phytosanitary products; with 
major players such as the cooperatives Agrial (for expertise, machinery and 
seeds) and Limagrain (expertise and sales of seeds) or private group such as 
Roullier (expertise and phytosanitary products).
Agro equipment is one of the flagships of the French industry with a strong international 
presence. It is a dynamic sector with world leaders (spraying, grape harvester). 
The main association in France is AXEMA whose 240 members include the 
many different product families of the sector - tractors and harvesting equipment; 
livestock and dairy equipment; forestry equipment; greenhouses; transport and 
handling equipment; sowing and planting equipment, and fertilizer spreaders; 
watering/sprinkling and crop protection equipment; etc.

03. Bangladesh had a population of 75 million in 1971 that has gone to 170 million 
in 2021. The area of arable land has increased in the last 50 years. Can French 
companies help Bangladesh increase crop production per acre? Le Bangladesh a
vait une population de 75 millions d'habitants en 1971 qui est passée à 170 
millions en 2021. La superficie des terres arables a augmenté au cours des 50 dernières
années. Les entreprises françaises peuvent-elles aider le Bangladesh à augmenter la 
production agricole par hectare ?

Major challenges in crop production in the future shall include improving food 
security (mechanization, irrigation, diversification, and quality), adapting to 
climate change with reduced water usage and more resilient plants, improving 
storage and cold chain management to reduce waste, designing sustainable 
food packaging and facilitate access to affordable funding to create the agriculture of 
tomorrow.

There are many ways of potential collaboration such as:
Implementation of training to provide local farmers with tools to increase 
output and diversify crops. 
Cooperation with technical institutes such as Arvalis, an applied agricultural 
research organization dedicated to arable crops or INRAE, the French 
public research institute dedicated to agricultural science.
Developing a global cooperation around research and development in 
fields such as agroecology.

04. What will be major challenges in crop production in the days to come ?
Quels seront les principaux défis de la production agricole dans les jours à venir ?

05.  How can France cooperate with Bangladesh in improving diversified crops?
Comment la France peut-elle coopérer avec le Bangladesh pour améliorer les 
cultures diversifiées?
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Trade and Investment

PM for doubling Dhaka-Paris bilateral trade, 
BIDA will assist French investors in any way possible

 

 
 

Laying emphasis on doubling bilateral trade volume by 2025, Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina on November 10, 2021 invited French businesspersons to boost investment in 
Bangladesh as the country sits in a strategic location among major economic centers in 
the Indo-Pacific.

She called for this meeting during her visit to France from November 9-14, 2021.
"French investment in Bangladesh is still modest compared to its global footprint. I invite 
French investors to witness first-hand the investment opportunities in Bangladesh," she 
said. Mentioning that Bangladesh may act as a bridge between major economic 
centers, Sheikh Hasina said, “We are working on making Bangladesh a regional 
connectivity hub. Our investments in road, rail, maritime, energy and digital connectivity 
across the region will be a real game-changer."

She said the Bangladesh Investment Development Authority (BIDA) is directly reporting 
to her office and it will be happy to support French investors in any way possible.

Bilateral trade between Bangladesh and France is growing steadily. The two-way trade 
stands close to $2 billion and France is now Bangladesh's fifth largest export destination 
Sheikh Hasina said that she is sure that French investors will feel confident about the 
prospects for high returns on their investment. She also thanked MEDEF for setting up 
a Bangladesh-France Business Council. "We would encourage further bilateral 
engagements through institutional linkages. The MEDEF business mission to 
Bangladesh can be planned in connection with next year's celebrations of the 50th 
anniversary of our diplomatic relations," she said.
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FBCCI signs MoU with MEDEF 
International to boost bilateral trade:

Bangladesh to receive €330mn from 
France for development projects
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The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FBCCI) has signed a memorandum of 
understanding with MEDEF International (Mouvement des 
Entreprises de France International) to boost bilateral trade 
and investment on November 12,2021 at France-Bangladesh 
Business Council Meeting organized by MEDEF International 
and Embassy of Bangladesh in Paris.  Md Jashim Uddin, 
President of FBCCI and Pierre - Jean Malgouyres, Chairman 
of the France - Bangladesh Business Council, MEDEF 
International, inked the deal on behalf of their respective 
organizations. 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina addressed the event virtually as 
the chief guest.  Dr A K Abdul Momen, Foreign Minister, 
Salman F Rahman, Private Industry and Investment 
Advisor to the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Khondker M 
Talha Ambassador of Bangladesh to France were also 
present in the meeting.  Addressing the meeting, FBCCI 
President Md Jashim Uddin stated that Bangladesh attaches 
great importance to its existing cordial relations with 
France. The two countries have a long-lasting 
bilateral relationship. He said, “Bangladesh offers best 
competitive fiscal and non-fiscal incentives for investment. 
Manufacturers of Bangladesh are adopting greener technologies 
and modern productions methods aligned with 4IR and 
challenges of climate change. Among the world's top 10 
green RMG factories, the top 7 are located in Bangladesh. 
To ensure inclusive growth, Bangladesh requires huge 
foreign Direct Investment. Industrial enterprises of France 
particularly those, which are facing rising costs of their 
competitiveness, may find Bangladesh as an ideal destination 
for relocation of their industry in Bangladesh”. He hoped 
that the signing of MoU, would help further promoting cooperation 
between FBCCI and MEDEF for diversifying trade and 
expanding investment in an effective manner.

France will provide €330 million for the implementation of 
development projects in Bangladesh.Off the €330 
million, Agency France Development (AFD), a develop-
ment bank and cooperation agency, will provide €200 
million for budget support due to Covid-19 pandemic and 
the rest €130 million for the Dhaka Environmentally 
Sustainable Water Supply Project, which is already 
under implementation. Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul 
Momen, Prime Minister's Press Secretary Ihsanul Karim 
and Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen were, among 
others, present.

Economic Relations Division (ERD) Secretary Fatima 
Yasmin said this while briefing the media in Paris on 
November 10, 2021.With the €330 million, AFD's total 
support to Bangladesh exceeded €1 billion as it earlier 
provided €800 million, she said. In South Asia, the AFD 
provides the largest amount of assistance to Bangladesh, 
she added. The ERD secretary said they would sign a 
host country agreement with them in the coming days as 
discussions to this end are at the final stage.
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552 companies from 38 countries of five continents took part 
in 450 business-to-business (B2B) matchmaking sessions 
over the next six days through the ‘Bangladesh Trade & 
Investment Summit 2021’ held from October 26-Novmber 
1,2021. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina virtually inaugurated 
the weeklong conference jointly organized by the government’s 
Ministry of Commerce and DCCI. “Those who will come to 
invest in Bangladesh will also get the opportunity to access 
south and South Asian markets,” the Prime Minister said, 
highlighting the prospects and incentives for foreign investors 
to make investments in Bangladesh. Local industry leaders 
and stakeholders are hopeful that the summit brings in 
foreign investments from all across the globe by exposing 
participants to opportunities and the growth trajectory of 
Bangladesh. According to expert stakeholders, Bangladesh 
offers the most liberal FDI regime in South Asia, allowing 
100% foreign equity; the unrestricted exit of royalty; equity 
with a wide range of tax concessions and incentives; a 
vibrant capital market and a strong demographic dividend. 
Stakeholders also think that the duty-free, quota-free market 
access that Bangladesh shares with developed and developing 
partners such as the European Union (EU), United Kingdom 
(UK), Canada, Japan, China and India would be a good 
motivating factor for investors that was explored over the 
series of webinars. The stakeholders believe that Bangladesh 
has bright prospects of becoming a manufacturing hub if 
investors invest and the investment summit aims to bring in 
investments, as well as highlight nine sectors underscoring 
critical enablers and avenues of the economy.
The sectors are — infrastructure (physical, logistics and 
energy), IT/ITES and Fintech, leather goods, pharmaceuticals, 
automotive and light engineering, plastic products, agro and 
food processing, jute and textiles and FMCG (fast-moving 
consumer goods) and retail business. However, plastic, 
frozen seafood, ceramics, wood products, home appliances 
are also potential sectors along with the ICT industry. 

Trade and Investment Summit, 2021 IIS (International Investment Summit) 
2021 
The International Investment Summit was held between 
28-29 November online.

Bangladesh Investment Development Authority (BIDA), 
the country’s apex investment –promotion agency, 
organized the Summit. The International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) of World Bank Group is the lead 
supporting agency for the Summit. Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina inaugurated the summit virtually.

The highlights of the event were –the resilience and 
competitiveness of the Bangladesh economy and 
showcase specific private investment opportunities 
available in target manufacturing, infrastructure and 
services sectors through technical discussions and 
matchmaking initiatives.
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9th EC meeting at Chambers Secretariat

The first in-person Executive Committee meeting of the present EC committee was 
held at Chamber’s secretariat on 7 November 2021 at 4:30 pm. The President of 
the Chamber Syed Mahmudul Huq presided over the meeting.

The previous meetings were arranged virtually using the Zoom platform because of 
the health restrictions caused by pandemic.

The EC members who were present at the meeting –Sr. Vice-President. Mr. Moshiur 
Rahman, Vice President Ms.Jordane Cathala, Treasurer Mr. Md. Shafquat Matin,. 
Mr. M Maksud, Syed Khalid Masud., Mr. Syed Khalid Masud, Mr. Mohammed Kamal 
Uddin, Mr.  Monzur Morshed, Mr. Mahmodul Islam Parvez.

CCIFB update 
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CCIFB Webinar on “E-commerce in Agriculture Sector for Rural 
Development & Transformation Sharing Experiences of Thailand '' 

Webinar on “E-commerce in Agriculture Sector for Rural Development & Transformation Sharing 
Experiences of Thailand '' was held on Tuesday, October 26, 2021. The event was jointly organized 
by the France Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCIFB) and the Centre on Integrated 
Rural Development for Asia and the Pacific (CIRDAP) in collaboration with e-Commerce Association 
of Bangladesh (e-CAB) and the Cooperative Promotion Department (CPD), Thailand’s Ministry of 
Agriculture and Cooperatives. The webinar started at 19:00 pm (Bangladesh Time) with an 
opening remark by the Chair, Mr. Syed Mahmudul Huq, President, CCIFB. The Chief Guest for 
the event was H.E. Dr. Mohammad Abdur Razzaque, Hon’ble Minister, Ministry of Agriculture, 
and Government of Bangladesh. And the Special Guests included Mr. Tapan Kanti Ghosh, 
Secretary, Ministry of Commerce and Mr. Md. Mashiur Rahman, Secretary, Rural Development 
Cooperative Division. The webinar was moderated by Dr. Cherdsak Virapat, Director General, 
CIRDAP.
A brief introduction and background on the webinar were presented by Dr. Virapat and Mr. Chai 
Kongkaew, Director, Agriculture Sector Cooperatives and Farmer Groups, Cooperative Promotion 
Department (CPD), Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Thailand. The objectives of the webinar 
are to share knowledge and experiences on e-commerce in agriculture sector for rural development 
in Thailand and to take stock of Thailand’s experiences, to assess e-commerce readiness and to 
formulate a plan on pilot e-commerce in agriculture sector for rural development & transformation in 
Bangladesh. 
The keynote presenter from Thailand, Ms. Jaruwan Jan-in, Director of Farmer Groups Development 
Group, Agriculture Cooperatives and Farmer Groups Development Division, Cooperative 
Promotion Department (CPD), Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Thailand delivered her 
presentation on “E-commerce Promotion in Thai Agricultural Cooperatives”. Two panelists, Dr. 
Voraprapa Nakavachara, Assistant to the President, Global Engagement, Digital and Innovative 
Economy, Faculty of Economics, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand, and Dr. Sommarat 
Chantarat, Development Economist, Puey Ungpakorn Institute followed it for Economic 
Research, Bangkok, Thailand. From the Bangladesh’s side, the keynote speaker was Dr. F.H. 
Ansarey, Managing Director, ACI Limited, Bangladesh, and the panelists included Mr. Rezwanul 
Haque Jami, Head of e-Commerce A2i, Programme, ICT Division, Ministry of Commerce, and 
Mr. Waseem Alim, Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Chaldal.
The webinar was broadcasted live on Facebook throughout the event. The media partners for 
the event were ATN News, The Business Standard, Bhorer Kagoj and Bonik Barta.
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FHE Day 

CCI Trophy

On June 27, 2022, CCI France International Trophies in 2022 
will be held at the Pavillon d&#39;Armenonville– Paris. On 
this occasion, CCI FI will distinguish deserving companies, 
winner of different CCI FIs who will meet the criteria in the 
following categories:

1. Startup
2. French entrepreneur abroad
3. Better export performance
4. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
5. Best foreign establishment in France
6. Special jury trophy

This trophy will allow highlighting the initiatives taken by the 
network during the crisis. The update on
this event will be published in the coming weeks.

Two separate sessions between Presidents, Administrators 
and General Managers of CCI FI were held by CCI France 
Intentional on November 16, 2021 to share the experiences 
and encourage exchanges among the CCI Fi networks.

It was arranged to address the main strategic topics for 
the network: activities and services, changes in the 
economic model, good practices, 2022 priorities, etc.

Experience Sharing program for
CCI FI networks:

French Higher Education Day (Virtual) was held on 
Thursday, December 9, 2021. France has one of the 
best higher education systems in the world and one 
of the most accessible for students, allowing for rare 
diversity. The universities and French grandes écoles 
(engineering schools and management schools) present
on this day offer a rich offer to support companies.

The program is designed to evaluate the organization’s 
human resources needs, exchange and meet higher 
education institutions, discover collaboration opportunities 
in the fields of research & development and innovation.  
180 companies from 18 countries, 21 French Higher 

educational institutions took part at the event.
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Vaccine drive in Bangladesh
Since vaccine drive started in February, Bangladesh seems heavily dependent on Chinese 
vaccines to attain a target of vaccinating 80 per cent people by the January-March period.
According to the data of the Director General and Health Services (DGHS), Bangladesh 
government has set a target of inoculating 117,856,000 (18 plus population).

As of late, some 23 per cent population got first dose of vaccines against a target of 33 per cent 
while 12 per cent got second dose against a target of 17 per cent of the total population, 
according to DGHS. Meanwhile, Health Minister Zahid Maleque recently said the government is 
working to vaccinate 80 per cent people January-March 2022.
The government also planned to vaccinate children aged between 12 and 17 years.
As of October 21, 2021, a total of 38,875,016 people in Bangladesh have reportedly received 
their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine while 19,563,596 were fully vaccinated. The coronavirus 
infection and fatality rates have fallen significantly since August as the government bolstered 
inoculation drives in extensive areas to rein in COVID-19, according to Bangladesh's Directorate 
General of Health Service (DGHS).

The South Asian country has so far got some 75 million doses of the COVID-19 vaccine, largely 
being China's Sinopharm vaccines. Bangladesh roughly needs 220 million vaccines to vaccinate 
80 per cent people during the January-March 2022 period. The major challenge is procuring the 
rest 150 million vaccines in time to keep rolling out the vaccination programme, said a professor 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University (BSMMU). The vaccination drive in 
Bangladesh is running smoothly thanks mainly to China's continuous support.Bangladesh 
launched the vaccine rollout in January. Amid uncertainty about a timely vaccine shipment from 
India, the Bangladeshi government halted administering the first doses of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine for the people in May. In June, the vaccination drive resumed in parts of the country with 
the China-donated Sinopharm vaccines. Meanwhile, the Bangladesh government is expecting to 
receive 60 million doses of Chinese COVID-19 vaccines by next month.

In line with a schedule given by Sinopharm, a total of 60 million vaccines doses -- 20 million doses 
each month -- will be available in the country from China till November."
Out of the 60 million doses, 31 million have been delivered on schedule. Besides, 3.4 million 
SinoPharm vaccines have been delivered through COVAX and 2.1 million doses have been 
received as gift, sources in Beijing said. Meanwhile, Bangladesh held a special COVID-19 vaccination 
campaign on September 28, 2021 with nearly 6.8 million people inoculated in a single day with 
China's Sinopharm vaccine, setting a new record for the country.

According to the DGHS, 90.12 percent of the targeted 7.5 million citizens were given vaccines 
during the special campaign. The single-day inoculation number was a new record for the country. 
The vaccination drive is one of many programmes marking the 75th birth anniversary of Bangladeshi 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. The coronavirus infection and fatality rates have fallen significantly 
since August as the government bolstered inoculation drives in extensive areas to rein in 
Covid-19, according to Bangladesh's Directorate General of Health Service (DGHS). Meanwhile, 
Bangladesh is most unlikely to get Russian vaccines this year as the corona situation has deteriorated 
alarmingly in that country. Russia confirmed 33,740 new coronavirus cases over the past 24 
hours, taking the nationwide tally to 8,060,752.
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The nationwide death toll grew by a record daily increase of 1,015 to 225,325, and the number of recoveries 
increased by 23,426 to 7,040,481. Over 47.5 million Russians have received both doses of a coronavirus 
vaccine and 51 million have received at least one dose. Meanwhile, a Bangladesh diplomat in New 
Delhi said that they are in contact with the Serum Institute of India (SII) to procure the rest 20 million 
doses of AstraZeneca for Covid-19 as per commitment with SII.

Bangladesh only received 7 million doses under the deal in the first two months of the year, according 
to data from India's Foreign Ministry. The other 3 million were donated by the Indian government. SII 
and Bangladesh’s drugmaker Beximco Pharma signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for 
priority delivery of the vaccine doses. Under the deal, Beximco was supposed to purchase five million 
doses of vaccine per month. SII supplied the vaccine at a price of around $4 to $5 per dose, a rate 
similar to what India pays. It partnered with AstraZeneca, the Gates Foundation and the Gavi vaccine 
alliance to produce a billion Covid-19 vaccine for supply worldwide. India, the world's biggest maker of 
vaccines, stopped exports of Covid shots in April to focus on inoculating its own population as infections 
exploded. Bangladesh signed a commercial deal with SII to buy 30 million doses of AstraZeneca 
vaccines in November 2021. Meanwhile, after top level political decision of the Indian government, 
Bangladesh got one million doses of corona vaccines, produced by the Serum Institute of India (SII) this 
month. Diplomats in New Delhi are persistently continuously pursuing top Indian politicians, diplomats, 
policy-makers, think-tanks and businessmen to resume export of corona vaccine on large scale.

“The export of vaccines totally depends on the decision of the Indian government. Manufacturers have 
no role here except manufacturing the vaccine. The Bangladesh mission is persistently pursuing the 
case through all possible channels,” said a diplomat. 
Meanwhile, Through China's Sinopharm Group, Bangladesh's  Incepta Pharmaceutical Company 
Limited  and Bangladesh's Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in August signed a three-partite agreement 
to produce vaccines locally, Bangladesh is unlikely to get a vaccine this year. Bangladesh Health and 
Family Welfare Minister Zahid Maleque said the signing of the agreement is a new milestone in 
China-Bangladesh's relationship. 
Liu Jingzhen, chairman of Sinopharm Group, said after the agreement is implemented, the Bangladeshi 
company will be able to distribute at least 5 million doses of COVID-19 inactivated vaccine every month 
in the country for local pandemic prevention and control.

Meanwhile, Health minister Zahid Maleque said recently that Bangladesh will not co-fund a late-stage 
domestic trial of a potential coronavirus vaccine developed by China’s Sinovac Biotech. His comments 
come weeks after Sinovac asked the Bangladesh government to co-fund the domestic trials, which 
sources said would cost roughly $7 million. Sinovac informed the health ministry in a letter, seen by 
Reuters, that a delay in approvals in Bangladesh had resulted in funding getting reallocated to trials in 
other countries. “We are not co-funding the trial. That was not in the agreement. They never asked for 
money when they approached us,” Zahid Maleque said. “As per agreement, they’ll bear all expenses of 
the trial, they’ll give us 110,000 free vaccines and they’ll share the technology so that our pharmaceuti-
cal companies can make the vaccine.” Sinovac, which last month commenced Phase III trials on its 
“CoronaVac” vaccine in Turkey, did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

Imtiaz Ahmed
Senior Journalist


